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2026 Committee

President: Jennie Herrera. Interim Secretary: Jennie Herrera. Interim Treasurer: Penny Parrish. Committee members: Jeff Garsed, Rory Stone, Chris Williams.

               Meetings are held at Friends Meeting House, 395 Argyle St, North Hobart, at 2pm on the second Saturday of each month except January. All writers are welcome.

Subscriptions: Adults $35, Families $45, Students $20. They are due each January. When doing a bank transfer, CBA a/c 067 000 1056 7470, add your name and ‘subs’.

Newsletters can be posted or sent by email if you give Jeff Garsed your details at  jgarsed@gmail.com   We have several people who have paid subs by bank transfer but provided no contact details. For general information, newsletters etc, go to  fawtas.org.au   and if you need a quick response from FAW phone/text: 0450 836 247 or write to our box number which is checked twice a week. Our email fawtas1@gmail.com  currently has no one minding it. Any offers of help?

Updating our web-site: We urge members to go to fawtas.org.au to see if there are mistakes, things you think can be improved, information which is unclear, new information you’d like to see go up. Send ideas to Andrea at: amcm617@gmail.com
VALE: Long time FAW supporter Tony Rayner died on the 3rd of February. Tony was a well-known local historian, writer, researcher and philosopher and led interesting ‘historic walks’ round New Town, Hobart, and Battery Point. His daughter, Tansy Rayner Roberts, is widely known for her popular fantasy books. Lucy Frost, academic and historian, known to many FAW members through her talks and books about women in 19th century Australia died on the 7th of February. Our sympathies to their loved ones.
Forthcoming Meetings

September 12: Graeme Hetherington will be down from St Helens to talk about his poetry and launch his latest book of poems, Songs of a Psychopath.
October 10: Announcement of the winners of the Open and Children’s Poetry Awards to be followed by Members’ Readings.

November 14: Darya Kuznyetsova will talk about Ukrainian language, literature, history and the impact of the war. We have moved this from October as she will be away in Ukraine then.

December 12: To be advised.
Meeting Reports

Meeting held 12 July: Grant Finlay gave us a fascinating talk on his researches, which took him to unpublished sources in the Mitchell Library as well as locally, into the Aboriginal experiences at Wybalenna and the Orphan School and how people adapted to the new ‘regime’. This included the creation of an Aboriginal-run newspaper and reinterpreting the Anglican catechism to reflect Aboriginal beliefs. He also recorded Aboriginal Creation myths as well as everyday anecdotes. His research resulted in his book ‘Good People Always Crackney in Heaven’ (crackney = yarning around the campfire) which is available through Fullers Bookshop. This was followed by lively discussion and sharing. Grant continues to work on researching other aspects of Aboriginal history and experience.
Meeting held 8 August: Members’ readings. Cheryl Turner, Annie Costin, Stephen Smallbone, and Rory Stone read from their works-in-progress. And newcomers David and Davina shared some thoughts on the book they’re planning to write together.
Forthcoming Events

Tamar Valley Writers Festival 17 & 18 October at the Inveresk Campus of UTAS in Launceston. Among their special guests will be Nigella Lawson. For more go to: tamarvalleywritersfestival.com.au

Young Writers’ Club: 11 September, 3.45 to 4.45 pm at the Hobart Library. Go to: libraries.tas.gov.au  Also check their Book Walking Tour at Hobart’s Botanical Gardens, 3 September, 10 – 11.30 am.
The Woman Booker Prize Club in Hobart says ‘Keen to chat books with us? Find us on Instagram @thewomanbookerprizeclub or email  thewbpc@gmail.com ’

The Spoken Word in New Norfolk is not meeting for the time being.

First Tuesday Book Chat at the Glenorchy Library, first Tuesday of the month, 2pm to 3.30pm. Pat Barwick helps people research and write family history on Fridays. To book: 03 6165 5493. Family history help is also available at Rosny, Kingston & Hobart libraries.
Fullers Bookshop: The Extraordinary Florence Stoker (Bram Stoker’s wife) by Karen Brooks will have 2 launches 1 & 2 September, 6 pm. Peacock Theatre. And Blood Moon by James Dunbar in conversation with David Owen, at Fullers, 9 September, 5.30pm. Go to FULLERSBOOKSHOP.COM.AU
Hobart Book Shop: 9 September 5.30pm. Launch of Brain-Friendly Leader by Silvia & Reimi Damiano, at The Wellness Centre, 72 Elizabeth St. Book through: www.trybooking.com/DOHYF ‘Leadership isn’t performed. It’s cultivated: a state of coherence where brain, body and emotion work as one.’
Taswriters’ Office is open 10am – 3pm Mondays. Contact them at: admin@taswriters.org
FAW Tasmania NW Branch meets monthly in Burnie. Go to  https://fawtasnorthwest.blogspot.com  or ph: 03 6432 3672 or email Allan Jamieson: jamtin79@gmail.com  to check meeting details. They still have some copies of their anthology Strange and Marvellous Things for sale. Their president is now Ant Dry, secretary Graham Meyers, and treasurer Brenda Slavoff.
Mathers House Book Club. First Friday of each month at Mathers House, 108 Bathurst Street, Hobart. Ph: 03 6234 1441 for details.

Women’s Poetry Oasis. 3rd Thursday of the month, 1.30 – 3.30pm in the Training Room at the State Library. Go up the ramp at the rear of the Library carpark. Contact: estherottaway@gmail.com
Wine and Books is behind Fullers in Victoria Street. They run sessions on ‘What Writers Read’ last Tuesday of the month, 6pm, at the shop.

Eastern Shore Writers meet at 7pm on the first Tuesday of the month at Bellerive Community Arts Centre, 17 Cambridge Rd, Bellerive. Entry $3. For details contact: eswgallofus@gmail.com
Children’s Writers & Illustrators. They alternate their 5.30pm meetings between Zoom and face-to-face meetings at the State Cinema café in North Hobart. September 15 Zoom, October 20 State Cinema, November 17 Zoom, December 1 State Cinema, end-of-year dinner. For more details go to: http://amygenford.com.au/
Romance Writers of Australia holds an annual conference. Go to romanceaustralia.com or admin@romanceaustralia.com for more on the help they can give to romance writers.

Society of Women Writers Tasmania meets 9.30am to 12.30pm, 1st Monday of the month, Room 3, Level 2, Launceston Library. Details: rsy5995@bigpond.net.au  or: www.swwtas.com
Deloraine Writers Group meets in the Neighbourhood Centre, Emu Bay Rd, Deloraine, 3rd Monday each month from 12.30 to 2.30pm. Entry $2. Contact: Wendy Laing, 0499 993 850 or  wendylaing02@gmail.com
Poetry Pedlars readings are held at The Sports Garden, corner George & Cimitiere Streets, Launceston, 7pm – 9.30pm, 2nd Tuesday of each month.

Kingston Library currently has a U3A class on writing poetry and occasionally puts on a Poetry Slam. Contact the Library for details on 03 6165 6208 or visit them at 11 Hutchin Street, Kingston.

Mersey Branch Writers Group helps people researching and writing family and local history. They meet 1st Saturday of the month, 10am – noon, in Latrobe. Contact: dane.p.mccormack@gmail.com or call Ros: 0476 008 531.

Competitions

If paying entry fees by direct deposit please note this on your cover sheet. Write on one side of the page only, leave reasonable margins, number each page, staple the pages of your entry but leave your cover sheet separate. Read the competition guidelines carefully, and if entering under a pen name please note the name you want to receive possible prizemoney as. Make sure your entry is postmarked by the closing date even though it may not reach us till days later.
Closing 31st August: FAW Robyn Mathison Open Poetry Award. Open theme. Not more than 60 lines. Entry fee $5 by cheque or money order payable to FAW Tasmania Inc or by bank transfer. 12 point font, single spacing, one side of the paper only. Send to PO Box 234, North Hobart TAS 7002.

Closing 31st August: FAW Beatrice Clarke Award for Young Poets, 14 years and under. Open theme. Not more than 40 lines. Entry fee $5. Send as for the Robyn Mathison. Cash can be sent though we don’t advise it. First prize $100, 2nd $50 & 2 Encouragement awards of $25 each. Title only on the poem itself. Title, name, age, postal address, phone number & school attended on a separate cover sheet. Send to PO Box 234 North Hobart TAS 7002.

Closing 31st August: Jean Stone Poetry Competition. Open theme. Max. 80 lines. Prize $500. Entry fee $15 per entry. Entry forms and guidelines from  https://fawnsw.org.au
Closing 31st October: FAW Norma & Colin Knight Open poetry, Open theme. 60 lines or less. Entry is Free to FAW members, $5 to non-members. Post entries to P.O. Box 234, North Hobart 7008.

Closing 31st October: Jacqueline Cooke Short Story. This year we have added a junior section. Open, 2,500 words or less, Junior (14 years & under) 1,000 words or less. Open Theme. Entry is Free to FAW members and $5 for non-members. 1st prize in each $100, 2nd prize $50. Send entries as above.
Andrew Hardy Youth Poetry Prize: open to Tasmanian residents. Youth Section 8 – 15 years old. Young Adult Section 16 – 25 years old. Enter one poem of not more than 50 lines. For details go to  https://andrewhardypoetryprize.com.au/
Positive Words: Go to: positivewordsmagazine.wordpress.com/competitions  for details of their competitions.

Australian Wildlife Society runs an adult & junior writing competition. Go to  www.aws.org.au

Gemma White at  www.gemmawhite.com.au  lists Australian & overseas poetry competitions.
Australian Writers’ Resource lists competitions at:  info@austwriters.com or www.austwriters.com.competitions        Also check out:  fawnsw.org.au

  www.tamarvalleywritersfestival.com.au/writingcompetitions    &    writersvictoria.org.au

Opportunities

Online Poetry magazines. You can send to online outlets worldwide but read their requirements & submission guidelines carefully. Some  want, e.g., ‘modern’ poetry or only accept poems at certain times. Plume poetry.com     poetryfoundation.org/poetrymagazine   Poets&Writers newsletter   Writers.com/best-places-submit-poetry-online    rattle.com  accepts submissions year round & runs the Rattle Poetry Prize. Don’t be afraid to try your work on the bigger magazines if you think you’ve written a good poem, short story or article.

Poetry in the Hospital is edited & produced by Tony Brennan & is a free Calvary Hospital publication for patients & visitors. Submissions of poems with a hospital or health theme are welcome. There is no payment and copyright remains with the authors. Send original poems in the body of an email to:  tony.brennan@calvarycare.org.au  or to Calvary Care, PO Box 1523, Hobart 7001.
Mona magazine is a community-focussed poetry magazine for women in regional, rural and remote communities. Although it is a hard print copy magazine submit work online at: monamagazine.com

Eucalypt: A Tanka Journal. Submit tanka in English by March 31 & Sept 30. Subscription $30 for 2 issues. Make sub cheques out to J. Thorndyke or use Paypal or email editor.eucalypt@gmail.com  for bank details. Submit up to 6 tanka but only one or two accepted per issue. Include a statement that work is original, unpublished in print/social media & not under consideration elsewhere. Email tanka to  editor.eucalypt@gmail.com  or to Julie Thorndyke, 3 Forest Knoll, Castle Hill NSW 2154.

Evercreech Editions is a new publisher. Contact Adam Ouston at  adam@evercreecheditions.com   Adam also runs writing classes.

The Australian Fairy Tale Society. They are based in Sydney. Go to  https://australianfairytales.com  for details of their activities.
Poetry Australia. They provide an award to an unpublished poet in memory of Theresa Matheson as well as creating a Best of Australian Poems anthology annually.

Red Room Poetry is at The Arts Exchange, Level 3, 10 Hickson Rd, The Rocks, in Sydney (redroompoetry.org). They put out a newsletter & run a range of poetry events.

Oxygen magazine is run by Cheryl Howard. She also puts out Poetry for Public Transport in Melbourne. Go to  poetry.clh@gmail.com  or Greentree Publishing, PO Box 614, Woodend, VIC 3442 for latest details.

Studio seeks poetry to 100 lines, letters, short stories, reviews and literary articles to 3,000 words. Payment in copies. Send submissions with SSAE to Studio, 727 Peel Street, Albury NSW 2640 or email as a Word document using Times New Roman in 12 point font, single-spaced with your name and address to  studio00@bigpond.net.au  $55 per year for 3 issues, post-free & can be paid by cheque, MO, Visa or Mastercard. If paying by card use regular mail giving name, card type & number, expiry date, amount & signature.

Tasmanian Ancestry published by Tasmanian Family History Society Inc considers articles in any format. Please ensure any images submitted are good quality. Deadlines for submissions are 1st of Jan, April, July & Oct. Send to: The Editor, PO Box 326, Rosny Park, TAS 7018. Email: editors@tasfhs.org  The TFHS runs the Lilian Watson Family History Award “for a book however produced or published on paper, dealing with family or biographical history and having significant Tasmanian content.” Entry closes 1st December each year. Entry forms at:  www.tasfhs.org

Varuna in the Blue Mountains offers writers a residency to work on a manuscript and gain professional help with their writing. Go to: varuna.com.au

Literary Hub. This is described as a “curated website full of stories, podcasts, reviews and articles about writing, reading and books”. Go to: lithub.com

Hobart Bookshop, Salamanca Square gives a 10% discount to FAW members. Send your email to   hobartbookshop@gmail.com  to get information on book events or go to their website   hobartbookshop.com.au   and click on ‘Events’ or phone: 03 6223 1803.

Deadline for the November-December newsletter is October 23rd. Send items to P.O. Box 234, North Hobart, 7002.
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