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2025 Committee

Jennie Herrera: President. Bethamy Nader: Treasurer. Committee: Penny Parrish, Jeff Garsed, Mike Cooper. Jennie is currently filling in as Secretary & Newsletter Editor. Bethamy has stepped down as treasurer so Penny is filling in as Treasurer till the A.G.M. Nomination form for the 2026 Committee is at the end of this newsletter. Please consider nominating for a position.

                 Meetings are held at Friends Meeting House, 395 Argyle St, North Hobart, at 2pm on the 2nd Saturday of each month except January. All writers are welcome.

Subscriptions for 2026 are due. $35 adult, $45 family, $20 student. Send via our bank (CBA a/c 067 000 1056 7470 with your name and ‘subs’ as payment details) or by cheque or money order to P.O. Box 234, North Hobart 7002.

Newsletters by email: Send your name and email to  fawtas@gmail.com  to update our lists and to Jeff Garsed at   jgarsed@gmail.com   to receive your copy.

Forthcoming Meetings
Saturday, February 14th: Members’ readings.
Saturday, March 14th: A.G.M. followed by members’ readings.
Saturday April 11th: Chloe Cogle-Jarvela from Arts Tasmania will talk about their programs incl. grants.

Saturday May 9th: Announcement of Nairda Lyne Award.

Ideas and suggestions for speakers/workshops etc always welcome.
Meeting Reports

November Meeting: Members including Vi Lipscombe, Greg Blades, Cheryl Turner, Jeff Garsed and Jennie Herrera read from their work though not necessarily having anything to do with South-East Asia!
December Meeting: Christmas competition results were announced, followed by Jeff Garsed talking about his recent visit to ‘Shakespeare country’ then several members’ readings.
Jacqueline Cooke Short Story Award. Our judge said, “Some interesting and varied stories were entered this year” and “all had their sound qualities. What stands out is that well edited stories show the polish required for top awards.”
1st Prize: ‘Moving On’ Fiona Lohrbaecher TAS

2nd Prize: ‘The Battle at Stonehenge’ Bethamy Nader TAS
Highly Commended: Cheryl Turner TAS
Commended: Lily Licciardi TAS
Norma & Colin Knight Poetry Award. Our judge wrote, “That which we call a poem has little to do with its weighty subject matter or content. The use of poetic devices, figurative language and the marrying of sound and sense, rhythm and meaning, form and content, these are the crucial technicalities that make what we call a poem a poem.” She pointed out that many poems were in fact prose pieces which would be better as short stories. She quotes Robert Lowell’s “A poem is an event, not the record of an event”. She says “The title must be an integral part of the poem” not a label or subject heading; that free verse still needs to use line breaks and endings to enhance the poem; that many poets lost the essence of their piece, “Somewhere in the middle is the beating heart of the “poem”: that is what the reader needs, not the wrapping paper”. “How will you make your language sing in a new way? Verbosity is your enemy. Cliché is your enemy. Latinisms are your enemy. Mary Kinzie has spoken of a poem’s inbuilt forward motion and this is stifled if we use too many adjectives and adverbs.” The report will go up on our website   www.fawtas.org.au   as there is much in it to help aspiring poets.
1st Prize: ‘West Coast Tasmania (3)’ Graeme Hetherington TAS
2nd Prize: ‘West Coast Tasmania (2)’ Graeme Hetherington TAS
Highly Commended:

Christiane Conésa-Bostock TAS

Anne Collins TAS

Commended:

Anne Collins TAS

Special Mention:

Jake Dennis WA

Fran Graham WA (2)
Lauren Thomasse TAS                                            A Highly Commended, Commended or Special Mention is an indication that the judge saw potential in your entry but that it needs more work.

Members’ Writing Credits

Edith Speers published her poetry book Faith in What is Damaged in August, a poem in Acumen in the UK in September, 2 poems in Life’s Tapestry, and had a poem, short story and non-fiction piece in the FAW NW anthology. Don’t forget that copies of the anthology are available from Allan Jamieson in Burnie for $15 plus postage. (Bethamy Nader also has copies available.) Jennie Herrera has a review of Eddy Korwa’s The Stowaway on dfait.federalrepublicofwestpapua.net  Graeme Hetherington’s book The Persistence of History was reviewed in the November Quadrant. All but 2 of the awards in our 2 Christmas competitions went to FAW TAS members. Please send us your news of publication or performance.
Forthcoming Events

Most groups close over December and January so just check with their contact person for restart dates.

First Tuesday Book Chat at the Glenorchy Library first Tuesday of each month, 2pm to 3.30pm. They are also looking for Adult Literacy Tutors if this is something which might interest you. Their help with family history restarts 23rd January.
FAW Tasmania NW Branch, meets monthly in Burnie. Go to https://fawtasnorthwest.blogspot.com   ph: 03 6432 3672 or email Allan Jamieson at jamtin79@gmail.com  for meeting details for 2026.
Taswriters’ Office: check times for 2026:   admin@taswriters.org  or   https://taswriters.wildapricot.org/
Fullers Bookshop has a competition for a $1,000 gift voucher. See their Summer Reading Guide for details.

Mathers House Book Club restarts Friday 9 January, downstairs at Mathers House, 108 Bathurst St, Hobart. Ph: 03 6234 1441 for details.

Women’s Poetry Oasis, 3rd Thursday of the month, 1.30 – 3.30pm, has moved from Mathers House to the Training Room at the State Library. Go up the ramp at the rear of the library carpark. For more details contact: estherottaway@gmail.com
Wine and Books is behind Fullers in Victoria Street. Their selection of books is small but interesting. Their sessions on ‘What Writers Read’ will re-start in February.

Eastern Shore Writers meets at 7 pm on the first Tuesday of each month at Bellerive Community Arts Centre, 17 Cambridge Rd, Bellerive. Entry $3. For more information email: eswgallofus@gmail.com
Children’s Writers & Illustrators meet 5.30pm third Tuesday of each month. They alternate between face-to-face meetings at the State Cinema, North Hobart, and Zoom meetings. For more details: agenford@hotmail.com

Society of Women Writers Tasmania meets for writing activities & workshops from 9.30am to 12.30pm in Room 3, Level 2 of the Launceston Branch of the State Library on the 1st Monday of each month. For information email: rsy5995@bigpond.net.au  or check their website: www.swwtas.com
Deloraine Writers Group meets in the Neighbourhood Centre, Emu Bay Road, Deloraine, on the 3rd Monday of each month from 12.30 to 2.30 pm. Entry $2 towards rent. Aspects of writing are discussed & work can be shared. Enquiries: Wendy Laing 6362 2425, 0499 993 850 or wendylaing02@gmail.com
Poetry Pedlars readings are held at The Sports Garden, corner George & Cimitiere Streets, Launceston, from 7pm to 9.30pm on the second Tuesday of each month.
The Spoken Word meets the first Saturday of the month, 2.30pm to 5pm at the ART HOUSE, Main Street, New Norfolk, opposite the PO.

Mersey Branch Writers Group was formed to help people researching and writing about family and local history. They meet on the first Saturday of the month 10am to noon in Latrobe. Contact Dane McCormack at dane.p.mccormack@gmail.com or call Ros on 0476 008 531.

Competitions

Unless sending very bulky entries use a DL-size envelope. If paying entry fees by direct deposit, rather than cheque or money order, please note this on the cover sheet with your entry/entries. Always write on one side of the page only, leave reasonable margins, number each page, staple the pages of your entry but leave your cover sheet separate. Always read the requirements of each competition carefully. If you are entering under a pen name make sure you put the name you wish to have a cheque made out to, if you receive a prize, on your cover sheet.

Closing March 31st: Nairda Lyne Competition for a short story up to 1,000 words suitable for children in the 8 to 12 year range. Open theme. First Prize $100 and your name on the plaque in the Launceston City Library. Second Prize $50. Send to P.O. Box 234 North Hobart TAS 7002.

Closing May 15th: Bethamy Nader Short Story Prize. Open to Aust writers for an unpublished story of 400 – 440 words, ‘written through the eyes of a mythical creature, such as an angel, dragon, troll, unicorn etc’. Entry fees: Youth, 11 – 17 years, $7, Adult $10. Prizes: Youth 1st. $75, 2nd $50, 3rd $25. Adult 1st $300, 2nd $150, 3rd $100. Double space in 12 point font with 1.5 to 2cm margins, top, bottom & sides. Story title only on entry. Send name, address, postal, email & phone with story title & word count on separate cover sheet & marked ‘Youth’ or ‘Adult’ with electronic transfer details. Cheque or money order to Bethamy Nader or by transfer to MyState Bank BSB 807 009 Account No: 30282473. Send entry by post to Bethamy Nader Short Story Competition, PO Box 6004 Howrah TAS 7018. Enquiries to postal address or via bethamylari@gmail.com
Closing May 15th: Eastwood/Hills FAW Boree Log Award for Bush Verse. Max. 80 lines. Bush theme. 1st prize: $100. Entry fee $8 per entry or 4 entries for $30. Go to https://hillsfaw.wordpress.com/ for conditions and entry forms.

Closing May 15th: Eastwood/Hills FAW Literary competitions. Category 1. Flash Fiction, max. 500 words. Category 2. Philippa Holland Poetry Award. Max 80 lines. Category 3. Alan Russell Award for Memoir. Max. 1,500 words. Category 4. Short Story. Max. 1,500 words. 1st prize each competition $150, 2nd prize $50. For conditions and entry forms go to  https://hillsfaw.wordpress.com/ or email: Carolyn.alfonzetti@me.com
Positive Words magazine runs 2 large and a number of mini competitions each year: positivewordsmagazine.wordpress.com/competitions

Australian Wildlife Society runs an adult and junior writing competition: www.aws.org.au
Gemma White at www.gemmawhite.com.au lists many Australian and overseas poetry competitions.
Websites with other competition information include: fawnsw.org.au     writersvictoria.org.au     & www.tamarvalleywritersfestival.com.au/writing competitions

Australian Writers’ Resource lists lots of competitions. Go to: info@austwriters.com or www.austwriters.com/competitions
Opportunities
Don’t forget to let us know if you come across magazines calling for poetry/short stories/articles, requests for material for anthologies, opportunities for play readings etc. or if you find something has changed its details or focus. If you have any particular skill, eg cooking or gardening, or have had an interesting travel experience look for magazines in your area of interest. Some magazines only source their material in-house but many are open to queries. 

Online poetry magazines. You can send to online outlets anywhere but read their requirements and submission guidelines carefully. Some only want ‘modern’ poetry or only take submissions at certain times. Some outlets: plumepoetry.com   poetryfoundation.org/poetrymagazine   Poets & Writers newsletter  pw.org/literary_magazines        Writers.com  and Writers.com/best-places-submit-poetry-online          rattle.com  accepts submissions year round and runs the Rattle Poetry Prize closing 15 July.
The Australian Fairy Tale Society. Go to https://australianfairytales.com  or email Debs at: ausfairytale.anthology@gmail.com for details of their publishing activities and conferences.
Poetry Australia. They provide an award to an unpublished poet in memory of Theresa Matheson as well as creating a Best of Australian Poems anthology each year.

Red Room Poetry is based at The Arts Exchange, Level 3, 10 Hickson Rd, The Rocks in Sydney (redroompoetry.org) & they run a range of poetry events as well as putting out a newsletter.
Oxygen magazine comes out in April & October but only accepts submissions in February. The editor Cheryl Howard accepts Poetry for Public Transport at any time. This is a free publication for people using Melbourne’s public transport. Send to: poetry.clh@gmail.com or Greentree Publishing, PO Box 614, Woodend VIC 3442 with SSAE. Include name & address on each page, one poem per page.
About Kids Books publishes chapter books, middle grade novels, collections of poems or plays for children & books of short stories for children. For more information contact dibates@outlook.com
Remember Press has set up in Hobart to specialize in family histories and memoirs. 97 Warwick Street, Hobart or: rememberpress.com  or 0418 848 284. And check out new Tas publisher Evercreech Editions started by Adam Ouston at adam@evercreecheditions.com
Eucalypt: A Tanka Journal, submission dates for tanka written in English are March 31 & September 30. Subscription is $30 for 2 issues per year. Send subs (cheques made out to J. Thorndyke) to address below or Paypal to editor.eucalypt@gmail.com or email for bank transfer details. Submit up to 6 tanka, but only 1 or 2 poems will be accepted per issue. Include a statement work is original, unpublished in print or on social media & not under consideration elsewhere. Email submissions (or information requests) to editor.eucalypt@gmail.com or to Julie Thorndyke, 3 Forest Knoll, Castle Hill NSW 2154.

Mona magazine is a community-focussed poetry magazine for women in regional, rural or remote communities in Australia & is completely authored & produced by these women. Although it is a hard copy print magazine work must be submitted on-line. Details at: monamagazine.com
Poetry in the Hospital is edited & produced by Tony Brennan & is a free Calvary Hospital publication for patients & visitors. Submissions of poems with a hospital or health theme are welcome. There is no payment for work accepted. Work in the publication is protected by copyright retained by the authors. Send original poems in the body of an email to: tony.brennan@calvarycare.org.au  or to Tony at Calvary Care, PO Box 1523, Hobart 7001.
Studio seeks poetry to 100 lines, letters, short stories, reviews & literary articles to 3,000 words & considers new or previously published work. Payment is a copy of the magazine. Send submissions with SSAE to Studio, 727 Peel Street, Albury NSW 2640 or email as a Word document attachment, using Times New Roman 12 point font, single-spaced, with your name & address to studio00@bigpond.net.au Subscription is $55 within Australia for 3 issues, post-free, & can be paid by cheque, MO or by Visa or Mastercard. If paying by card, for security reasons use regular mail giving name, on card, card type & number, expiry date, amount & signature.
Tasmanian Ancestry published by Tasmanian Family History Society Inc considers articles in any format. Please ensure any images submitted are of good quality. Deadline dates for contributions are Jan 1, April 1, July 1 & Oct 1. Journal address: The Editor, PO Box 326, Rosny Park, TAS 7018. Email: editors@tasfhs.org  The TFHS also runs the Lilian Watson Family History Award “for a book however produced or published on paper, dealing with family or biographical history and having significant Tasmanian content.” Entries close 1st December each year. Entry forms on www.tasfhs.org

Varuna in the Blue Mountains offers writers residency to work on a manuscript and gain professional help with their writing. Go to: varuna.com.au

Literary Hub. This is described as a “curated website full of stories, podcasts, reviews and articles about writing, reading and books”. Go to: lithub.com
Hobart Bookshop, Salamanca Square gives a 10% discount to FAW members on books & stationery. Send your email to  hobartbookshop@gmail.com  to get information about book ‘events’ or go to their website    hobartbookshop.com.au   and click on ‘Events’. Or ring them on: 03 6223 1803.

Bethamy Nader (bethamylari@gmail.com) is starting a Tasmanian Authors Bookshelf to collect donations particularly of books to appeal to children for distribution to Tasmanian Hospitals. If you are interested contact Bethamy on the above email or   fawtas1@gmail.com

Deadline for the March-April newsletter is February 25. Please send news to our P.O. Box.

        Wishing you all a happy and exciting New Year in your writing ‘journey’.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Fellowship of Australian Writers Tasmania Inc.
Nomination Form for 2026 Committee
Please return completed form to PO Box 234 North Hobart TAS 7002 by February 12th, 2025.

Positions: President, Secretary, Treasurer + Committee Members

I …………………………… accept nomination for the position of………………………………….
Signature …………………………….                                            Date ……………………………..
Nominated by (signed) …………………………….                     Name ……………………………..
Seconded by (signed) ……………………………..                      Name ……………………………..

                   Nominee, proposer and seconder must all be financial members of FAW Tasmania Inc.

President, Secretary, and Treasurer must have been members for at least 3 uninterrupted years. Committee members only need to be current financial members.
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
PAGE  
2

