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2024 Committee

Jennie Herrera President, Robyn Mathison Secretary & Treasurer, Bethamy Nader Assistant Treasurer

& Penny Parrish Committee Member

As our longtime and much-valued Secretary/Treasurer is in hospital you can contact other committee members to share news or send queries. Phone or text Jennie Herrera on 0450 836 247

Meetings are held at Friends Meeting House, 395 Argyle Street, North Hobart at 2 p.m. on the second

Saturday of each month except January. All writers are welcome.

Subscriptions are $35 for individuals, $45 for families or groups and $20 for full-time students. You can

pay at a meeting or make a direct payment to the FAW Tasmania CBA account 067 000 1056 7470 with your name and ‘subs’ as payment details. If paying by mail, please make cheque or money order payable to FAW Tasmania Inc

Forthcoming Meetings

Saturday, November 9 at 2.00 pm: Play Writing Workshop with Fiona Lohrbaecher. Fiona says, ‘In this workshop we’ll look at the “how” of writing a play – the difference between writing a play and a story, understanding the different elements, spoken and visual; the structure of a play etc. We’ll look at opportunities for workshopping and performance. This workshop does not deal with publication of plays. Bring along any play you’re working on, or ideas for plays that you’d like to discuss.’
Saturday, December 14 at 2.00 pm: Results of FAW Christmas Short Story and Poetry competitions, followed by members’ readings and a Christmassy afternoon tea.

Meeting Reports
September: As Fiona Lohrbaecher was unwell we had to move the playwriting workshop to November. Instead members shared ways of turning their travel experiences into writing including articles and short stories. This brought out some very amusing stories of members’ travel experiences.
October: The results of both the FAW Open Poetry Award and the FAW Beatrice Clarke Award for 
Young Poets were announced. This was followed by members’ readings which included some thoughts from Greg Blades, a poem from Cheryl Turner, and contributions from two visitors Vera and Andrea.

Competition Results

There were 59 entries in the Open Poetry. We congratulate the prize-winners and thank all those poets who took the time and trouble to enter. Thanks also go to our judge who said ‘Selecting winners is both an honour, and extremely difficult. I feel it must always be subjective, however I have chosen those that skillfully incorporate poetic devices and offer unique perspectives. They contain surprise, clarity, and crafting.’ (Her full report will go up on our web-site fawtas.org.au)

First Prize: ‘To the Man Whose Leg I Once Held’. Iris Lowe. A.C.T.

Second Prize: Kim Nolan. TAS.

Highly Commended: 1) Leigh Swinbourne. TAS.

                                   2) Esther Ottaway. TAS.

                                   3) Janis Macelroy. N.S.W.
                                   4) Iris Lowe. A.C.T.

There were 29 entries in the Beatrice Clarke Award. Our judge wrote ‘The Beatrice Clarke Award is a most important competition for younger writers in Tasmania and Australia. It is so vital to invite the work of young writers into professional processes such as competition judging, which, for many, will be their first foray into the world of poetry competitions. Recognising the talent and effort of younger writers can prove pivotal in how they see themselves, affirming their potential as future adult writers.’ And ‘I congratulate the prize winners, the Commended poets, and most especially, every young poet who entered and shared their work with us.’ Her full report will soon be available on our web-site.
First Prize: ‘In a House Where Time Will Stand Still Forever’. Linnie Tran. Age 12. N.S.W.

Second Prize: Veronica Pennachi. Age 12. TAS.

Encouragement Award: Clem Chapman. Age 12. W.A.

Encouragement Award: Taina Garay. Age 12. Q’LD.

Highly Commended: 1) Evan Rumsley. Age 12. TAS.
                                   2) Remy Francis. Age 11. N.S.W.

                                   3) Yushan Li. Age 12. TAS.

                                   4) Luc Francis. Age 11. N.S.W.

Commended:    1) Luc Francis. Age 11. N.S.W.

                          2) Matisse Hayes-Black. Age 12. N.S.W.

                          3) Grace Blasbery. Age 10. South Australia.

Special Mention:          1) Beatrice Anderson. Age 9. N.S.W.

                                     2) Heidi Hanemann. Age 11. N.S.W.

                                     3) Meredith Ruichi Zheng. Age 9. N.S.W.

                                     4) Indi Gateley. Age 9. W.A.

Congratulations to all those young poets—and don’t forget to give your poem another reading with a ‘fresh eye’ as you may see ways it can be improved. Best of luck when you enter another competition.

Members’ Writing Credits

This regular feature has been held over till our next newsletter.
Forthcoming Events

FAW Tasmania North-West Branch meets each month. Go to https://fawtasnorthwest.blogspot.com or ph: 03 6432 3672 for information about time and venue.
FAW NW Branch is now calling for submissions from members of FAW Tasmania for its 2025 anthology, the title of which will be A Strange Thing Happened…
There are 3 categories: Non-fiction stories, Fiction stories and Poetry. Submissions will be accepted until May 30, 2025. Submissions are to be in Word using 12-point Times New Roman font, single-line spacing fully justified (poems excepted), with no blank line between paragraphs, but with the first line of each new paragraph indented.

Entries can be emailed as attachments to Allan Jamieson at jamtin79@gmail.com or supplied on a USB stick to FAWNW, PO Box 608, Burnie TAS 7320. No limit to the number of submissions per person but the secretary reserves the right to request any author to reduce the total number of words to below 5000.

A free, open-mic reading will be held from 3 – 5 pm on the first Sunday of each month at The Waggon Hotel, corner of Argyle & George Streets, North Hobart.

Junior Creative Writing Club for young writers aged 8 – 12 is held at the Hobart Library from 3.30 – 4.30 pm on the second Friday of each month.

Poets Corner at Hobart Library is for anyone interested in poetry and is held on the second Friday of each month from 5.30 – 6.30 pm. Listen to readings, share your own work or your favourite poem.

Hobart Bookshop invites you to: Thursday, October 31 at 5.30 pm at the shop: Jim Everett will launch Breakout! The Tasmanians who terrorised Victoria by Robert Cox. Thursday, November 7, 5.30 pm Into the Ice: Reflections on Antarctica by Alison Lester and Coral Tulloch (check venue). Thursday, November 21, 5.30 – 7 pm Tardigrades: Nature’s Toughest Survivors by Anne Morgan. For more details or bookings: hobartbookshop.com.au   or hobartbookshop@gmail.com   or ph: 03 6223 1803.
Fullers Bookshop invites you to: Thursday, October 31 at 5.30 pm Love Crumbs by Nadine Ingram. Monday, November 4, 5.30 pm The Ledge by Christian White. Thursday, November 7, 5.30 pm Tasmanian Raptors and the Raptor Refuge. Friday, November 8, 5.30 pm The Palace Letters by Jenny Hocking. Tuesday, November 12, 5.30 pm Profiles in Hope by John Brogden. All these at the Afterword Café, cost $10. For more details go to: fullersbookshop.com.au
The Art House Spoken Word Event is held from 2.30 – 5 pm at the Art House, High Street, New Norfolk (opposite the Post Office), on the first Saturday of each month except January.

Taswriters’ Office is open from 10 am to 2 pm on Mondays and Thursdays. Phone: 03 6224 0029.

Women’s Poetry Oasis offers a $10 workshop from 1.30 – 3.30 pm on the third Thursday of the month, downstairs in Mathers House, 108 Bathurst Street, Hobart. For further information email: estherottaway@gmail.com
Eastern Shore Writers meet at 7 pm on the first Tuesday of each month at Bellerive Community Arts Centre, 17 Cambridge Rd, Bellerive. Entry $3. For more information email: eswgallofus@gmail.com
Society of Women Writers Tasmania meets for writing activities and workshops from 9.30 am to 12.30 pm in Room 3, Level 2 of the Launceston Branch of the State Library on the first Monday of each month. For information email rsy59995@bigpond.net.au or check their website www.swwtas.com
Deloraine Writers Group meets in the Neighbourhood Centre, Emu Bay Road, Deloraine, on the third Monday of each month from 12.30 – 2.30 pm. Entry $2 towards rent. Aspects of writing are discussed and work can be shared. Enquiries: Wendy Laing 63622425, wendylaing02@gmail.com or 0499 993 850.

Poetry Pedlars readings are held at The Sports Garden, corner George & Cimitiere Streets, Launceston from 7 – 9.30 pm on the second Tuesday of each month.

Glenorchy Library will host a talk by writer Rachel Treasure on Tuesday 5 November at 2 pm. A film about Rachel’s passion, regenerative agriculture, ‘Six Inches of Soil’ is on at the State Cinema. Pat Barwick provides help to anyone researching or writing about family history every Friday at the Library.

Competitions

When possible send competition entries in DL-size envelopes.

If paying entry fees by direct deposit, please note this on the cover sheet of your entry/entries.
January 19, 2025: The Bethamy Nader Short Story Prize. Open to all Australian writers for an unpublished story of 400 – 440 words, ‘written through the eyes of a mythical creature such as an angel, dragon, leprechaun, troll, unicorn or witch. Entry fees: Youth: 11 – 17 year-olds $5 until 19/12/24, $7 thereafter. 1st prize $75, 2nd $50, 3rd $25. Entry fees: Adult: 18+ year olds: $10 until 19/12/24, $15 thereafter. 1st prize $300, 2nd $150, 3rd $100. Send double-spaced in 12 point font with 1.5 to 2 cm margins top and bottom and each side, story title only on entry. Send your name, address, postal, email and phone, with story title and word count on separate cover sheet, and marked ‘Youth’ or ‘Adult’ with electronic transfer details. Cheque or money order to Bethamy Nader or by transfer to MyState Bank BSB 807 009 Account No: 30282473. Send entry by post to Bethamy Nader Short Story Competition, PO Box 6004 Howrah TAS 7018 or by email to bnesscomp@prizes.com and add: Subject ‘BNESS entry’. Enquiries to postal address or via bethamylari@gmail.com
Opportunities
About Kids Books publishes chapter books, middle grade novels, collections of poems or plays and books of short stories for children. For more information: dibates@outlook.com
Eucalypt: A Tanka Journal, Submission dates for tanka in English are 31 March and 30 Sept. Subscription $30 for 2 issues per year. Make cheques to J. Thorndyke, 3 Forest Knoll, Castle Hill NSW 2154. Up to 6 tanka can be sent but only 1 or 2 may be selected per issue and must be original, unpublished, and not under consideration elsewhere. More details on subscriptions or submissions from: editor.eucalypt@gmail.com
Mona Magazine is a community-focused poetry magazine for women in regional, rural or remote communities in Australia and is completely produced by these women. Work to be submitted online at monamagazine.com
The Mozzie edited by Ron Heard publishes 9 issues of poetry per year. Subscription $30. Make cheques payable to The Mozzie, at 28 Baynes St, Highgate Hill, Q’ld 4101. Name & address on each page.
Oxygen poetry mag is issued April & Oct. Subscription $30 for 2 issues. Poetry can be sent as hard copy to Cheryl Howard, PO Box 614, Woodend VIC 3442 with SSAE. Include name and address on each page, 1 page per poem. Art & photographs by email to poetry.clh@gmail.com with separate attachments for each item. Nonfiction to email address above. Check it out at: oxygenpoetrymagazine.blogspot.com
Poetry for Public Transport, edited & produced by Cheryl Howard is a free publication for people using public transport in Melbourne. Enquiries to: poetry.clh@gmail.com or Greentree Publishing at above address.
Poetry in the Hospital, edited & produced by Tony Brennan, is a free Calvary Hospital publication for patients or visitors. Submissions of poems with a hospital/health theme are welcome. No payment. Copyright retained by the author. Send original poems in the body of an email to tony.brennan@calvarycare.org.au or to Tony at Calvary Care, GPO Box 1523 Hobart 7001.
The Senior newspaper, Poets Corner. Send a short poem to Poets Corner, PO Box 130, Wyong NSW 2259. It must be your own work, previously unpublished.
Studio seeks poetry to 100 lines, letters, short stories, reviews & literary articles to 3,000 words and considers new or previously published work. Payment is a copy of the mag. Send submissions with SSAE to Studio, 727 Peel St, Albury NSW 2640 or email as a Word document attachment, using Times New Roman 12-point font, single spaced, with your name and address to studio00@bigpond.net.au Subscription is $55 for 3 issues, post-free, and can be paid by cheque, money order or by Visa or Mastercard. If paying by card, for security reasons use regular mail giving name on card, card type and number, expiry date, amount and signature.
Tasmanian Ancestry published by the Tasmanian Family History Society Inc considers articles in any format, handwritten, word-processed, on disc or via email. Please ensure any images submitted are good quality. Deadline dates for contributions are Jan 1, April 1, July 1 and Oct 1. Send to The Editor, PO Box 326, Rosny Park TAS 7018 or email editors@tasfhs.org
Online Publication for young Tasmanian writers. Ralph Wessman has launched an online publication for young writers, Hobart Road. This can be viewed at: https://walleahpress.com.au/hobart-road-poetry.html and submissions can be sent via: hobart-road@walleahpress.com.au
Hobart Bookshop, 22 Salamanca Square, Hobart, gives FAW members a 10% discount on books and stationery. Send your email address to hobartbookshop@gmail.com to get information on book ‘events’.
Deadline for Jan/Feb newsletter: 27 December 2024. First Saturday meeting for 2025 will be on the 8 February, 2 pm at the Friends Meeting House.
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